Council accused of doing U-turn after complaints flood in 

Details of travellers 


pulled from 
the internet 


COUNCIL chiefs were 
today accused of a U- 
turn after they pulled 
controversial personal 
details about travellers 
from the internet fol- 
lowing a barrage of 
complaints. 

Basildon Council was 
attacked by travellers, 
campaigners and Labour 
politicians after it 
released details about 
benefit payments, med- 
ical conditions and chil- 
dren at the Dale Farm 
unauthorised site at 
Crays Hill in an agenda 
for a crucial eviction vote. 

The authority has 
written to scores of site 
residents who lodged 
official complaints with 
the council after the 
Echo “Dole Farm” exclu- 
sive revealed they were 
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Political reporter 
claiming around 

£250,000 in benefits bet- 
ween them following the 
report’s release. 

The complaint is also 
being investigated by the 
Information Commis- 
sioner, an independent 
Government watchdog 
for the release of data. 

Campaigner Grattan 
Puxon said: “We are 
pleased the information 
has been removed, but it 
does not alter the damage 
already done by its origi- 
nal release. 

“The travellers have 
come under increasing 
criticism as a result of 
information which 
should not have been 
made public.” 

Allan Davies, Labour 


councillor for Laindon 
Park, helped with the 
complaint. 

He said: “The council 
is saying the rules 
changed over what could 
be published a few days 
later, which seems a big 
coincidence, and that is 
why the information was 
removed. 

“The letter does not 
apologise, but seems 
more of a holding state- 
ment while the council 
flounders about in tne 
dark and tries to cover 
something up it should 
not have done in the first 
place.” 

A council spokesman 
admitted the timing was 
strange, but maintained 
new Government legisla- 
tion came into force in 
early February prompt- 
ing the removal. 


